Lessons must be learned from the Notre Dame fire, particularly those concerning fire safety during restoration and construction works. If it is true that all construction sites are inherently dangerous places, this danger is much higher within a heritage building context. In order to mitigate this, an effective fire management strategy, which should include, for example, the implementation of a reliable fire detection system and the demarcation of different working zones aimed at separating hot works from flammable materials, should be complemented by effective temporary fire protection systems, which, in the case of fire, must be able to effectively limit fire spread, while preserving the building and its contents. Regarding the latter recommendation, however, further research is needed to address the issues arising from the application of conventional solutions, such as sprinklers, high-pressure misting fire suppression systems, or Halon Gas extinguishers, in these restoration and construction works.
For the moment, it is unknown if any additional fire prevention measures were in place due to the restoration works in the Notre Dame Cathedral. It seems clear, however, that the new fire hazards introduced to the ancient structure, which was built at a time in which there were no fire protection codes, and that is itself a source of combustible material, resulted in the partial destruction of one of the most iconic heritage buildings in the world.
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